


OXFORD

Instructions:
1. Help Chief Inspector Rupert to find out who stole the Bulling-
don Cricket Bat. The Chief Inspector is willing to give a prize to 
anyone who can solve these challenges and reveal the crimi-
nal!

2. Follow the maps to find the location of your clue. 

3. Solve the clue and eliminate one option from the list above.

4. At each stop you will engage with more puzzles and clues.
 
5. At the end of your adventure your last remaining items will 
reveal the final secrets of the mystery.

Activity Time!
For Students



OXFORD 

Total Runs:

185         246

Nicknames:

Elimination Sheet:
Activity Time!

Suspects:

The Musicians,     The Vagabonds,     The Horse-
shoes,     The Boaters



Answer Sheet:OXFORD Activity Time
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OXFORD MAIN MAP

 

COACH DROP OFF / PICK UP 

TOILET POINT

RUSKIN SCHOOL OF ART1

MERTON STREET2

SAINT MARY’S PASSAGE3

WESTON LIBRARY7

CARFAX TOWER4

TURL STREET5
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BODLEIAN LIBRARY8

9 QUEEN’S LANE

BALIOL COLLEGE6
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Elimination time!

WHEN? WHAT?
On the High street you can see Ox-

ford’s towering architecture which 

gave it the nickname ‘The City of 

Dreaming Spires’. 

The most important architect was Sir 

Christopher Wren who taught Astron-

omy at the Univeristy of Oxford and 

then designed St Paul’s Cathedral in 

London. 

Oxford was saved from the bombing 

of the Blitz as Hitler had planned to 

use this city as the new capital.

Find these three plaques on 
the outside of the building, 
and put the missing words in 
number order to eliminate a 
suspect. 

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

RUSKIN SCHOOL 
OF ART1

Eliminate a suspect in the an-
swer sheet attached using the 
clue from the task above. 

Directions:

The location of your first clue and 
starting point for this adventure is at 
the Ruskin School of Art (next to the 
Eastage Hotel)! 

74 High St, Oxford OX1 4BG, United 
Kingdom

WHEN? WHAT?
On the High street you can see Ox-

ford’s towering architecture which 

gave it the nickname ‘The City of 

Dreaming Spires’. 

The most important architect was Sir 

Christopher Wren who taught Astron-

omy at the University of Oxford and 

then designed St Paul’s Cathedral in 

London. 

Oxford was saved from the bombing 

of the Blitz as Hitler had planned to 

use this city as the new capital.



WHEN? WHAT?
Oxford was the site of a battle be-

tween Charles I’s royalists and Oliver 

Cromwell’s Roundhead forces during 

the English Civil War. 

Cromwell’s troops were described as 

‘Roundheads’ due to short haricuts. 

King Charles’ troops were ‘Cavaleirs’ 

as they would fight on horseback.

Today the term ‘Cavaleir attitude’ is 

used to describe someone who is un-

concerned. 

 

Eliminate this suspect in the 
answer sheet attached using 
the clue from the task above.  

Look at the window sills, either 
side, of a large bird feeding its 
young. Use the items of fruit, to 
decipher the message, and 
rule out a blameless one. 

Decode the message:

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

MERTON STREET2 Directions:

From the Art School, walk down Mer-
ton Street. The Clue is somewhere 
in this street before Magpie Lane 
which is a turning on the right fur-
ther ahead. 

WHEN? WHAT?
Oxford was the site of a battle be-

tween Charles I’s royalists and Oliver 

Cromwell’s Roundhead forces during 

the English Civil War. 

Cromwell’s troops were described as 

‘Roundheads’ due to short haircuts. 

King Charles’ troops were ‘Cavaleirs’ 

as they would fight on horseback.

Today the term ‘Cavaleir attitude’ is 

used to describe someone who is un-

concerned. 

 

Eliminate this suspect in the 
answer sheet attached using 
the clue from the task above.  



Directions:

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

SAINT MARY’S PAS-
SAGE3

WHEN? WHAT?

In cricket, a run is the unit of scoring. The 

team with the most runs wins.

Around here is the Bodleian library 

which since 1610 has been entitled to a 

free copy of every printed book. 

It has 12 million publications in 117 miles 

of shelving.

Oxford was home to many famous au-

thors such as CS Lewis and JRR Tolkein 

who wrote The Lord of the Rings. 

Eliminate this number of runs 
in the answer sheet attached 
using the numbers from the 
task  above 

From Merton Street turn right up 
Magpie Lane and then when 
you reach the High Street turn 
left. 

The passage is the first turning 
on the right. The next clue is at 
the Church. 

As you walk through the 
gates, and descend to the 
church, the clue is beneath 
your shoes. 

Count the number of ‘X’s, the 
number of ‘M’s, and the num-
ber of ‘V’s (or ‘U’s)



The crossroads you are now 
within, hold a clue you can’t 
ignore. Find the old name of 
a former tavern, inscribed be-
side a door. 

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

CARFAX TOWER4

WHEN? WHAT?
Oxford was known for the longstansing 

tensions between students and the Ox-

ford Townsfolk. 

This area here had one of the deadliest 

fights in the history of Oxford with over 90 

killed on a day in 1354. 

This day became known as the St Scho-

lastica Day Riot. 

It was this violence which led to a group 

of academics fleeing to esatblish a new 

rival Univeristy in Cambridge. 

Eliminate a suspect in the an-
swer sheet attached using the 
clue from the task above 

Directions:
Head back down Saint Mary’s Pas-
sage and back onto the High Street. 

Turn right on the High Street and 
follow it down until you reach the 
large crossroads next to Carfax Tow-
er. 

The next clue is on the outside of a 
building somewhere in this area. 

WHEN? WHAT?
Oxford was known for the longstanding 

tensions between students and the Ox-

ford Townsfolk. 

This area here had one of the deadliest 

fights in the history of Oxford with over 90 

killed on a day in 1354. 

This day became known as the St Scho-

lastica Day Riot. 

It was this violence which led to a group 

of academics fleeing to establish a new 

rival University in Cambridge.



Eliminate a nickname in the 
answer sheet attached using the 
clues from the task above 

Above a large door you will 
see three colourful shields. 
Count how many of each 
item you can see in the 
shields, then use those num-
bers to make a 5 letter word.

(Letters can be used more 
than once)

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

TURL STREET5

WHEN? WHAT?
The University of Oxford is made up of 39 

separate colleges. 

Each college has a unique crest to iden-

tify it. For example St Peter’s College con-

tains the keys of St. Peter who guards the 

gates of heaven. 

The University of Oxford is roughly 922 

years old, making it the second old-

est University in the world. It is beaten in 

age by the University of Bologna which is 

around 930 years old.

Directions:

From Carfax Tower facing the 
High Street, turn left up Corn-
market St. 

Take the first right turn onto 
market street. When you 
reach Turl St turn right and 
your clue is above a large 
door.



Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

BALLIOL COLLEGE6

Directions:

Head up Turl Street and then 
take a left onto Broad Street, 
do not go right you will go 
there next. Find the Porter’s 
Lodge of Baliol College. Look 
for a stone ‘X’ in the road. 

Search the area for a plaque to identify the name of the Archbish-
op of Canterbury. 

Use the letters of his name to decipher a word: 

Elimintation time!

Eliminate a nickname in the 
answer sheet attached using 
the clue. 



Search the outside of Weston 
Library for an inscription  and 
place the two missing letters 
in order in the spaces below 
to form a message. 

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

WESTON LIBRARY 7

Eliminate a suspect in the an-
swer sheet attached using the 
words from the task above 

Directions:
Take a right on Turl Street 
and then take the first left 
turn onto Broad Street. The li-
brary before a roundabout.  
The clue is somewhere on 
the outside of Weston Library. 

WHEN? WHAT?
The University of Oxford is the oldest in the 

English-speaking world. 

Throughout the centuries its long list of 

powerful and influential alumni include, 

leaders such as Margaret Thatcher, Rupert 

Murdoch and Bill Clinton. 

Actors Emma Watson, Rowan Atkinson 

and Hugh Grant. 

The University’s iconic emblem is an open 

book. In retaliation Cambridge has an 

emblem which resembled a closed book 

as an attempt to mock Oxford.



WHEN? WHAT?
The history of the Bodleian dates back 

over 500 years. 

It was the venue of King Charles I’s 

Royal Parliament. As he was forced to 

flee London Charles set up in Oxoford 

due to its strategic location and sym-

pathetic support. 

The Earl of Pembroke stands 
above, a round colourful 
plaque. Match the flags to the 
letters, to form a 10-letter word 
and erase a nickname from 
the pack!

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

BODLEIAN LIBRARIES8

Eliminate a nickname in the 
answer sheet attached us-
ing the letters from the task 
above

WHEN? WHAT?
The history of the Bodleian dates back 

over 500 years. 

It was the venue of King Charles I’s 

Royal Parliament. As he was forced to 

flee London Charles set up in Oxford 

due to its strategic location and sym-

pathetic support. 



Continue down the narrow 
road, and past a churchyard 
on your left. Your next clue is 
hidden in letters of gold, Below 
Four blackbirds in a crest. 

Using only the LARGE letters 
convert their values to roman 
numerals, and calculate the 
sum total (ignore the M).

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

QUEEN’S LANE9

WHEN? WHAT?

During the English Civil War Oxford 

served as the base for Charles I.

In 1573 a mysterious illness spread 

around Oxford killing over 300 men. 

It remains a mysterious illness as it is 

unclear where it came from and be-

cause the illness would not affect 

women and children.

Eliminate this runs total in the 
answer sheet attached using 
the numbers from the task 
above 

Directions:
For this clue walk back up Cattle 

St and turn right onto New College 

Lane. Follow the road as it winds 

down and eventually you will find a 

turning on your right. Follow the turn-

ing into Queen’s lane and then fol-

low Queen’s lane as it winds down, 

the next clue is just after the church-

yard. 



REVEAL!R

This tie, holds the secret of it all. You’ll see re-
vealed before your eyes, the 

thief who stole the infamous bat!

When you are ready ask your Activity Leader 
to reveal the mystery to you to see if you got 

it correct!


