


St James’ Park is.....

a royal 23-hectare park located next to 

Buckingham Palace. For Dusemond it is 

also the location of our London photo 

scavenger hunt! The rich biodiversity of 

the park allows the students to find var-

ious wildlife which they would not nor-

mally encounter in London! The follow-

ing document contains instructions and 

a list of items for the students to find. 

Make sure you pick a designated spot 

where students can come and find you 

if they need help or assistance. Take lots 

of pictures and enjoy your time in 

St James’ Park!

Bene/Rupert

What to do if..?
If there is a problem, call your AM
Time management...?
Make sure you are aware of the tim-
ings to ensure you return to the centre 
on time, this also means keeping your 
AM informed of timings.
Emergency number...?
Make sure that each student has the 
emergency number for your centre
Be mindful...?
Be mindful that this is a tourist hotspot, 
especially during the holidays, keep 
an eye out for big crowds, cars, buses 
and unfortunately, pick pockets- who 
will be on the look out for tourists.
Make sure...?
you take lots of photos and have fun!

ST JAMES’ PARK

ESSENTIAL AL INFONOTES ON THIS 
EXCURSION



ST JAMES’ PARK

1. Rather than being named after a king or something equally as grand, the park’s 

moniker comes from a leper hospital which stands roughly where St James’s Pal-

ace is today. The hospital was named after James the Less, and housed female 

lepers who used the area — now the park — to raise hogs and other animals. 

2. Today the lake is one of the park’s most prominent features, but for six years last 

century, it didn’t exist. The lake was drained in 1916 to allow temporary govern-

ment buildings to be built there in the first world war. Ministry of Shipping buildings 

appeared on the lake bed and remained there until the lake was filled with water 

again in 1922. 

3. Henry VIII was known for his love of hunting; he regularly used Regent’s Park as 

a hunting ground. St James’s Park wasn’t quite big enough for his needs, so he put 

it to use as an area for breeding young deer — once they were old enough, they 

were shipped off to Hyde Park and Regent’s Park to face their fate.

4. The Pelicans were donated to King Charles II by a Russian ambassador in a visit 

in 1664

FUN FACTS!



ST JAMES’ PARK Acitivity Time!

Encourage students to connect with the greener side of London. Conduct 
a photo scavenger hunt based on the trees, plants and animals species 
ST. James´park boasts. Finish with a green London quiz. 

1. Ask students what the term “ Green city” means. Then brainstorm ex-
amples. Explain that London is one of the greenest in Europe (show a top 
5 cities for number of parks on google).

2. Explain the concept of a photo scavengerhunt. Complete the first one, 
ie. get a photo of a squirrel in 5 mins and then regroup.

3. Students then have  30 minutes to complete the rest of the scavenger 
hunt. Remind them that there is also a prize for the best photograph from 
each category.

4. 30 minute tea/ toilet break in cafe.

6. Announce the winners of the quiz and have the group leaders send 
over their favourite photos from their students, ALs then pick the overall 
winner for each category. 



ST JAMES’ PARK Acitivity Time!

 
A fig tree
 
A Tibetan cherry tree
 
Mallard ducks swim-
ming
 
Goldeneye ducks and 
spot shelducks
 
A Black Mulberry tree
 
A Cherry blossom tree
 
An Indian Horse 
Chesnut tree
 

Explore this beautiful park and get a photo of each thing on the list 
below. You must remain within the park: 

A fig tree2

A Tibetan cherry tree3

Mallard ducks swimming4

Goldeneye ducks and spot 

shelducks
5

A grey squirrel doing 

something surprising
1

A Black Mulberry tree6

A Cherry blossom tree7

A dragonfly8

An Indian Horse Chesnut 

tree
9

The cutest dog in London10

A Pelican11

The strangest-looking dog 

you can find
12

The most peaceful spot in 

St.James Park
13

An interaction between 

two animals from different 
14


