


Instructions:
1. Help King Rupert to find out who sent a secret letter which 
saved him and Parliament from the Gunpowder Plot. Hi majes-
ty is willing to give a prize to anyone who can solve these chal-
lenges and reveal the saviour who betrayed Guy Fawkes!

2. Follow the maps to find the location of your clue. 

3. Solve the clue and eliminate one option from the list above

4. At each stop you will engage with more puzzles and clues.
 
5. At the end of your adventure your last remaining items will 
reveal the final secrets of the mystery.

YORK Activity Time!
For Students



Elimination Sheet:

Season:

Spring

Summer     

Winter

YORK

Colour:

Red 

Yellow   

Pink

Suspects:

Activity Time!

Evidence:



Answer Sheet:YORK Activity Time

1.  

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.  

7.

8.

9.

10.

A black and white 
coin, was stuck to a 
plaque. 

Month...



YORK MAIN MAP

 

COACH DROP OFF / PICK UP 

TOILET POINT

YORK MINSTER1

MINSTER YARD2

CITY WALLS3

DAVYGATE7

KING’S MANOR4

GARDEN OF REMEMBERENCE5

wc

GODDESS MINERVA8

9 BARLEY HALL

ST HELEN’S SQUARE6

ROMAN YORK10

1 2 3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



In the shadow of the Minster, 
Stone Benches surround a 
tree. Match the symbols to 
the letters, and a word ap-
pears to thee. 

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

YORK MINSTER1

WHEN? WHAT?
York Minster is the official seat of the 

Archbishop of York. This title was once 

held by Thomas Wolsey. 

Thomas Wolsey was the Lord Chancel-

lor of England and had a vast fortune 

almost as large as King henry VIII. 

He lost his fortune after being charged 

with treason for failing to convince the 

Pope to grant a divorce for Henry and 

Catherine of Aragon.

Despite holding the title Archbishop of 

York Wolsey never visited York. 

Eliminate a colour in the an-
swer sheet attached using the 
clue from the task above. 

Directions:

The location of your first clue and 
starting point for this adventure is 
next to the York Minster in Dean’s 
Park. 

You want to find the Stone Festival 
Bench!



Your next clue is with a man 
called John, who could not 
hear, but his eyes looked on. 
He found two stars that hold 
your clue, the ordered letters 
will reveal to you. 

(Ignore the symbol after the 
‘and’)

Spell out below:

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

MINSTER YARD2

WHEN? WHAT?

York has quaint cobbled streets and 

historic timber-framed buildings that 

form York’s iconic Shambles. (You will 

see this during the walk)

The cramped layout served a very 

practical purpose. That area was the 

site of a butchers’ market and it pro-

vided shade to keep the meat fresh. 

You will see overhanging upper floors 

which meant that tenants would pay 

less tax as the tax was established 

from the measurements of the ground 

Eliminate this suspect in the 
answer sheet attached using 
the clue from the task above.  

Directions:

With the Minster to your right walk 
down the path and turn right onto 
Minster Yard. 

The clue is in this part of the street 
before you reach Chapter House St 
on the left.  



Directions:

Elimination time!

CITY WALLS3

WHEN? WHAT?

Someone who lived within the city in the 

1500s was Mother Shipton also known as 

‘The Witch of York’.

Legends say that see into the future and 

she foresaw The Great Fire of London, 

The French revolution, The Rise of the In-

ternet and Cardinal Wolsey’s fall from 

power as discussed in Stop 1!

Eliminate the season con-
nected to the month in the 
answer sheet attached 
using the clues from the task 
above 

If the wall is busy then walk in single 
file and when you reach the next stop 
show the group the picture. 

If you can’t access the wall then go 
around it using Lord Mayor’s Walk

From the Minster Yard, turn left onto 
Chapter House St. 

Follow Chapter House St until it 
turns right onto Ogleforth St. 

Follow the street until you reach the 
first turning to the left onto Good-
ramgate. 

On this street you need to walk 
down, sticking to the left hand side, 
until you reach an inlet on the left, 
in front of the Monkbar Pharma-
cy. In that inlet turn right into Monk 
Bar and up the stairs onto the Wall. 
Follow the wall down to the left, the 
clue is after the stairs.
 
               WALK IN SINGLE FILE!

Walk along the city walls, and 
find an old green plaque. Use 
missing words, to find a sea-
son, and remove it from the 
pack. 

WALK IN SINGLE FILE!



Search up high to find your 
clue in a scene of an artist’s 
death. Transalte the year to 4 
letters below and reduce the 
evidence left. 

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

KING’S MANOR 4

WHEN? WHAT?
In 1541 York hosted a royal reception 

when henry VIII visited the city on a 

northern tour of his kingdom. 

He was accompanied by Catherine 

Howard his fifth wife of a grand total of 6. 

Catherine Howard was later executed 

in the Tower of London just as a previous 

wife, Anne Boleyn (Catherine’s cousin), 

had also suffered the same fate.

Eliminate a piece of evidence 
in the answer sheet attached 
linked to the 4-letter word the 
clue from the task above 

Directions:

Carry on walking down the Wall 
and follow it as it turns left. 

You will then reach a pedestrian 
overpass and then walk down the 
stairs. 

Then turn left onto St Leonard’s Pl 
and then turn right into Exhibition 
Square. The clue is in the Square.

If the Wall is crowded walk around it 
on Lord Mayor’s Walk, turn right into 
Gillygate and then follow the wall 
down the road to Exhibition Square. 



Find the York & Lancaster Reg-
iment, and use the column to 
its left to match five surnames 
to their first name letters and 
eliminate one to a arrest. 

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

GARDEN OF REMEM-
BERENCE 5

Eliminate a suspect, from the 
answer sheet above, who is 
missing these items in the im-
ages. 

Please be quiet and respectful 
at all times when you are in-
side the garden!

Directions:

From the Exhibition Square 
go back onto St Leonard’s Pl 
and turn left down that road. 

When you reach the cross-
roads use the traffic lights 
to cross to the left and walk 
down Duncombe Pl. The 
Garden is on the right in the 
middle of that road. 



Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

ST HELEN’S SQUARE6

Directions:

From the Garden turn left 
back onto Duncombe Pl 
and walk to a turning which 
veers left. That turning will 
take you to Blake St. Follow 
that street on the left. At the 
end of that road you will find 
a crossroad with a square. 
That is St Helen’s Square. 

Look up high to find insurance, for nothing is set in stone. Find Ro-
man Letters, to decode two words, and an innocent man will be 
known:  

Elimintation time!

Eliminate a suspect in the 
answer sheet attached who is  
linked to those two words. 

WHEN? WHAT?
Many of the street names in York end 

with ‘gate’. However many of these are 

not close to the city’s gates. 

This is due to the Viking’s word for street  

which was ‘Gata’.

The street names tell a story whine Swin-

egate being the location of the pig mar-

ket, Goodramgate the home of the Vi-

king King.



In a square beside the street, 
an old ‘Hic Jacet’ you will 
meet. Use the letters of the 
person below, and the final 
evidence you will know. 

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

DAVYGATE7

Eliminate some evidence 
from the main image on the 
answer sheet attached by us-
ing the message of the sen-
tence to link to something in 
the image. 

Directions:

Davygate is directly in front 
of the Square. Walk onto the 
road and once you have 
passed New St on your right 
the clue will be in that area. 

WHEN? WHAT?
One of the most famous bandits of York 

is Dick Turpin. He had to flee York after he 

shot a man. He took up the identity of 

John Palmer but was arrested after steal-

ing Horses. 

However his true identity was only discov-

ered after he wrote a letter to his brother 

and the local post office recognised his 

handwriting!

Use the numbers to order the 
letters and form a sentence. 



FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

GODESS MINERVA 8

WHEN? WHAT?
According to legend, Jupiter, the King 

of all Roman gods, had seen a vi-

sion of his unborn child growing more 

powerful than him. So he swallowed 

his wife whole. 

He then had continuous headaches 

so he cracked open his head to stop 

them and from there emerged Miner-

va who is the goddess of wisdom and 

learning.

Eliminate a colour in the an-
swer sheet attached using the 
letters from the task above

You’ll find sitting above, a 
plaque carved in stone, 
Goddess Minerva and her 
trusted white bird. Place the 
symbols in the order, that 
they appear in the text, and 
you’ll create a 5-letter word. 

Directions:

The Goddess is in Low Pe-
tergate St. From Davygate 
walk down and turn left onto 
Church ST. Carry on the left 
side of Church St and then 
turn left after the third road, 
this is lower Petergate St. 

Eliminate a colour from the answer sheet 

attached.



Continue your chase, where 
the letters slot into place, the 
Latin inscription is your next 
clue. Count the number of A’s, 
the number of E’s, and the 
number of I’s, O’s and U’. 

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

BARLEY HALL9

WHEN? WHAT?
During the 16th century this street was 

a centre of bookshops and printers. 

Outside of number 33 there is a red 

devil. This devil was often blamed for 

the errors which were common in the 

early days of printing books. 

E.G. in 1631 one thousand bibles were 

published with key words missing!

Eliminate some evidence 
from the answer sheet at-
tached using the word from 
the task above 

Directions:

From Low Petergate, please turn left 

back onto Grape Lane and where 

the Lane turns left, take the right in-

let and Barley Hall will be in the 

middle. The clue is in the courtyard 

of Barley Hall. 

Convert these numbers to let-
ters to decode a 5-letter word:



A black and white coin, was stuck to a plaque, by 3 shady 
characters, following Constantinvs Max. 

FAST FACTS

Elimination time!

QUIZ QUESTIONS

ROMAN YORK10

WHEN? WHAT?
Here there is a statue of Emperor Con-

stantine who was crowned here in AD 

306. 

He is famous for spreading Christianity 

throughout the empire. 

When he returned to Rome he 

stopped a rebellion led by his brother-

in-law and it was this decisive victory 

that enabled the spread of Christianity 

as the main religion in Europe, chang-

ing the history of the continent.

Eliminate the season of this 
month from the answer sheet 
attached using the word from 
the task above 

Directions:

With the Hall behind you turn right 

and continue down Coffee Yard. 

When you reach Stonegate St turn 

right again and cross over Low Pe-

tergate onto Minster Gate which 

then becomes Minster Yard, turn 

right there and the clue is some-

where ahead near Deangate. 

A black and white 
coin, was stuck to a 
plaque. 

Month...



REVEAL!R

This painting, holds the secret of it all.

Add up your final suspect and season. 
Add up your final colour + evidence.

 You’ll see revealed before your eyes, the 
hero who saved King Rupert and the Parlia-

ment!
When you are ready ask your AL to show you 

the painting!


